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CUSTOMS OP COURTESY. 

BY GARRICK MALLERY. 

Few ceremonial customs have originated in recent times. Their 
forms, whether now trivial or still important in Sociology, are 
vestiges of the past and only by anthropologic studies are traceable 
to their genesis and early form. All authorities, unswayed by a 
religious or theorizing bias, agree that in the origin of these cere- 
monies there was nothing designed or intentional — that is, they were 
not directly invented with definite purposes. A thing is not now 
and never has been customarily done because it is intrinsically right, 
but is considered to be right after and because it has been habitu- 
ally done, whatever its origin or the circumstances in which it pre- 
vailed. 

The rules of courteous behavior as they now exist are not the 
immediate effect of deliberate conventions, but are the natural and 
slow product of the forces gradually developing social life, and they 
exhibit the laws of evolution with as great distinctness as is demon- 
strated in the physical realm. Men have not fabricated though 
they have framed rules for themselves. They have fallen into the 
customs from which rules were framed, and then by unintended 
modifications have deviated into novelty and new rules. 

Oriental philosophy regards our scientific studies as futile. With 
its watchwords on the one hand of Kismet, on the other of Nirvana, 
it pronounces as worthy of attention only those subjects which are 
relegated by the professed agnostic to the limbo of trie unknowable, 
and by most believers in religious creeds to the nebula of the super- 
natural. 

26 (201) 
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The classic Greek philosophy of the archaic is illustrated when 
Ion invokes— 

Ye eldest gods 
Who in no statues of exactest form 
Are palpable ; who shun the azure heights 
Of beautiful Olympus, and the sound 
Of ever young Apollo's minstrelsy ; 
Yet * * * keep revengeful watch 
On falling nations and on kingly lines ! 

But this is an example of "looking backward" in which the 
Greek poets sought to start the machinery of their cosmology. In 
the truly primitive times there were no nations to fall because none 
had yet arisen, and no kingly lines for gods to watch. Neither 
were those eldest gods the grand concepts of Greek culture at its 
acme. The gods earliest in date were fashioned from the crude 
imaginings of the earlier men. The latter were chiefly concerned, 
besides scraping up a subsistence, about the interpretation of dreams, 
and the invention of totems and taboos. Connected with these were 
names and titles, lines of paint and tattoo and the forms of meet- 
ing and greeting. In short, they were occupied on things which to 
us seem insignificant, but which in their developed forms have 
moulded and marked the institutions of the world though, becom- 
ing abbreviated and disguised in- their long descent, they are now 
but faintly traceable. 

To the query " why do nations and peoples do anything as a cus- 
tom?" the optimist answers "because it is right," which assump- 
tion yet further confuses the vexed question whether, in the nature 
of things, there is an absolute right and an absolute wrong ; for 
customs vary even unto opposition in different parts of the world, 
and not only in different but in the same periods of history. There- 
fore they cannot all be absolutely right. In matters large and small, 
vital and trivial, what is esteemed as virtue and merit at one place 
and time is condemned at others as vice and crime. Explanation 
has been attempted on the theory that there are distinct races of 
men each of which has its idiosyncrasy; indeed, that by primordial 
decree each of them had the mission to do certain things and no 
others. By such theory fatalism is omnipotent and all men are 
marionettes. But this explanation depends upon a conceded classi- 
fication of men into races, which has failed. A few years ago school- 
boys glibly recited the titles of the races of men with their charac- 
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teristics ; but now students who have devoted long lives to the subject 
find such classification to be so difficult that no two writers agree. 
This does not indicate the proposition that there are no distinct races 
of men ; indeed, it is possible that once there were many more races 
than have ever been recognized, the present condition being one of 
amalgamation. But the plot of the marionette show becomes con- 
fused when there is no agreement about its personages. 

The chief justice of a high court lately declared that no race of men 
was good for anything which had not believed in only one God and 
allowed only one wife. As all the races of men have at some time 
believed in many gods and have allowed a plurality of wives, this 
dictum would condemn all ; but it is an example of hysteron-proteron , 
or " the cart before the horse." If the statement had been that poly- 
theism and polygamy must be abandoned before the attainment of 
high culture is possible, it would have been historically true ; but 
as made, it is as inaccurate as to assert that no race is good for any- 
thing in which the men have not always worn trousers — a useful but 
recent invention of civilization. Instead of seeking an. explanation 
of customs in race, it is more practical, as well as more scientific, to 
look for it in habitat and history — /. e. , in environment. 

As a general remark, while the optimist declares about customs 
that "whatever is, is right," the anthropologist, knowing the once 
prevading potence of religions, may change the phrase to " what- 
ever is, is a rite," though perhaps the rite is in ruins. 

An apparent exception occurs in the arbitrary edicts of fashion, 
styled very properly by Borachio as " a deformed thief; " but a dis- 
tinction may readily be made between custom and fashion. Fashion 
is imitative and transitory. It is most commonly noticed in de- 
tails of dress or ornament designed by some influential person to 
conceal a defect or display a beauty ; sometimes, however, in latter 
days by a conspiracy of manufacturers, tailors, or milliners. With 
the cessation of the special influence the imitation gradually de- 
clines, unless, indeed, genuine merits are discerned in the invention, 
in which case it is assimilated through the vital catalysine faculty. 
The method of human progress is empirical. The good and useful, 
when ascertained by experiment, are retained for further improve- 
ment throughout the ages, while the nocuous or useless are sooner 
or later rejected. 

Some interest attaches to the word etiquette. It is probably an 
orderly French corruption of the formula " est hie questio inter N. 



204 THE AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST. [Vol. III. 

& N." endorsed by the French procureurs upon their law papers, 
similar to our " N. versus JV.," from which the primary French 
meaning of the word in the sense of a label or ticket evidently 
originated. As etiquettes were fastened outside of documents or 
parcels to indicate their contents and place, so etiquettes were given 
to people on ceremonial occasions to tell them where to stand and 
what to do. Thence grew up the secondary use of the term as de- 
scriptive of the ceremonies themselvesi Therefore the slang phrase 
of approbation "that's the ticket" is etymologically correct. 

The subject of the origin and history of customs is an immense 
one. Even its division of ceremonial institutions is far too large 
for the present limits. The writer essayed an initiative to it in 
"Manners and Meals" (American Anthropologist, Vol. I, 
No. .3). The single group now selected as an example is that of 
verbal forms of salutation (those by gesture and posture to be 
hereafter presented), with such other ceremonial forms as are ex- 
planatory of or intimately connected with such salutations. In 
this the text-books will not be copied ; indeed, some of the views 
presented are at variance with those of received authorities. In par- 
ticular they dissent, though meekly, from some details in the work 
of that great writer and thinker, Herbert Spencer. No one can over 
prize his comprehensive grasp of intellect, his lucidity of style, and 
his wealth of illustration, but more especially the inspiring and far. 
reaching suggestiveness by which he has awakened and guided 
modern thought. Yet he is more beneficent as an educator of the 
mind than as an instructor in facts. In particular, his most admir- 
ing student must lament the Zoroastrian phantasy or dual antagonism 
of good and evil that mystifies his Principles of Sociology. To him 
militancy is Ahriman and industrialism is Ormuzd, and their con- 
flict is forced to explain all the myriad problems of human life. 
But the known causes and effects are too numerous and diverse to 
be disposed of by one universal solvent. The complex knots must 
be patiently untied, and cannot be severed by the rusty sword of a 
vamped and varnished Parsee dualism. Nor does history confirm 
this prosopopoeia of good and evil. Industrialism began very early, 
and is now in a high state of development among the most cultured 
nations; yet it exhibits within itself strife and turmoil, selfishness 
and cruelty, equal to all the similar crimes ever charged against mili- 
tancy. The latter has by no means passed away, though the human 
race has surely advanced. In fact, an evolutionary advance is mani- 



July 1890.] CUSTOMS OF COURTESY. 205 

fest in militancy itself parallel with that seen in other lines of thought 
and action. Militancy, therefore, is not the cacodemon by whose 
overthrow alone the world has grown better. 

The verbal forms of salutation may be divided into — 1, those of 
a purely religious character ; 2, those equivalent to a prayer for the 
health and temporal good of the person saluted ; 3, those simply 
wishing health and prosperity without direct invocation of a deity ; 
and, 4, those expressing personal or official affection or respect. 

1. The Israelites, both in meeting and parting, used a word 
meaning "blessing," and the person addressed was thereby com- 
mended to God. The expressions " Blessed be thou of the Lord ! " 
and "The Lord be with thee ! " are traditional. 

The Arabian often says, "God grant thee his favours!" also 
"Thank God ! how are you? " and the Turk, " My prayers are for 
thee " or " Forget me not in thy prayers." In Poland a visitor to 
a house will cry out, " The Lord be praised ! " to which the hostess 
will answer, "World without end, Amen ! " The " sweet girl gradu- 
ates" of conventual schools in this country involuntarily answer 
a knock at their doors by the word " toujours " instead of " come 
in ! " through the habit formed when the sister at the convent dor- 
mitory door used a formula in praise of the Virgin Mary, to which 
the obligatory response was "forever!" Very lately a similar 
custom prevailed throughout Spain by which the visitor ejaculated 
"Maria purissima ! " the reply being "sin pecado concebida ! " 
On other occasions the Spaniards say, " Vaya con Dios ! " — " Go 
with God ! " In the Tyrol people exchange the formula " Praised 
be Jesus Christ ! " and the Neapolitans that of " Increase in holi- 
ness ! " 

2. The forms of greeting that pray for the health and well-being of 
the friend addressed are distributed generally. Indeed, our term 
"salutation" is derived from the Latin salus, and simular etymol- 
ogies are found in other languages. The Ottoman cries, " Be under 
the guard of God ! " In Arabia on the first meeting of the day the 
proper phrase is " May God strengthen your morning ! " or " May 
your morning be good ! " The Persian begins his polite address 
with "I make prayers for thy greatness. " The return to a saluta- 
tion in the Orient is sometimes not only religious but non-com- 
mittal. If an Arab is directly asked about his health he responds 
" Praise be to God ! " leaving his condition to be inferred from the 
modulation of his voice. If the form of the query is "Is it well with 
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thee? " the answer is "God bless and preserve thee ! " The Zufii 
exchange the prayer " May the light of the gods rest with thee ! " 

Neither the English "good bye" or the French "adieu" need 
be explained, but an example within the writer's observation may 
be offered to show how meaningless words of ceremony originally 
significant may become, and how easily they may be adopted. 
The Micmacs two centuries ago picked up among a few French 
expressions that of "Adieu " as the proper word in friendly parting, 
and now commonly use it with the idea that it belongs to their 
own language. When questioned as to when they got it from the 
French, one of the chiefs haughtily exclaimed, "We did not get it from 
the French ; they got it from us ! " It may be noted that the French 
have in "au revoir" an alternative and less religious form used in 
parting, and other nations have similar expressions. The Cingalese 
bluntly say, " I will go and come." 

3. The general wish for health and prosperity, of which the 
English "farewell" as distinguished from " good bye " is an ex- 
ample, is often only implied in the query showing interest as to the 
present possession of those blessings. The Arabs reiterate the query 
" How are you? ' ' for some minutes, and, when well brought up, after- 
wards interrupt the subject of the conversation by again interjecting 
' ' How are you ? ' ' many times. Our " how d' you do ? " has almost lost 
significance, as it is seldom noticed except by reciprocation ; no one 
supposing it to be a bond fide request for information. Many other 
salutations abroad as well as at home — e.g., "Good morning," "Hot 
day, " "Cold day, ' ' or other meteorologic comments — are now mere 
watchwords or countersigns to indicate that the parties meeting are on 
good terms. Indeed, the origin of many old forms is the distinct 
declaration of peace, which was practically useful in the turbulent 
days when an enemy was more frequently met than a friend. This 
" passing the time of day " is now common at the occasional meet- 
ing of good-natured persons, by which the inane words form the 
friendly recognition of one of the same race. In Fiji the time of 
day regulates the terms of greeting. The inferior, before beginning 
his salute to the superior, always looks up at the sun and uses the 
phrase appropriate to its height. 

The Chinese sojourners in Utah fell into a curious blunder in 
using some of our phrases. On meeting a resident at any time of 
day or night they called out " Good morning ! " and on parting, 
"Good night!" even if it was before breakfast. A similar 
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error in imitation was made by the Zufii. When the officers 
from Fort Wingate visited the Pueblo they were naturally anx- 
ious to reach the trader's store, so they called out to the first 
person met, "How are you? Where's the store?" The Zufii 
caught up all the sounds as one greeting and in the kindness of 
their hearts shouted them to all subsequent visitors. The salutation 
" How-are-you — give-me-a-match " has a like explanation. 

Moslems, while scrupulously saluting the meanest of their own 
communion, refuse all friendly greetings to the Jews. If inadvert- 
ently they have accosted one of that people with " Peace be unto 
you," or the like, they will hastily add " Death to you ! " to which 
the Jew may respond, pretending to have heard only the beginning, 
by " The same to you ! " in a spirit somewhat different from that 
in which the same words are used by us in answer to " Many happy 
returns ! " on birth-day and other anniversaries. It may be men- 
tioned that where the Jews are in power they give no salute what- 
ever to one of the Goim, but scowl at him. 

The North American Indians do not have many conventional 
forms of salutation. Their etiquette generally is to meet in silence 
and smoke before speaking, the smoking being the real salutation. 
But a number of tribes — e. g., the Shoshoni, Caddo, and Arikara — 
use a word or sound very similar to How ! but in proper literation 
Hau or Hao. Most of the Sioux use the same sound in communi- 
cation with the whites, from which the error has arisen that they 
have caught up and abbreviated the " How are you? " of the latter. 
But the word is ancient, used in councils, and means "good," 
or "satisfactory." It is a response as well as an address or saluta- 
tion. The Navajo say, both at meeting and parting, "Agalani," an 
archaic word the etymology of which is not yet ascertained. Among 
the Cheroki the colloquy is as follows : No. 1 says, "siyu," good ; 
No. 2 responds, " siyu ; tahigwatsu? " good ; are you in peace ? To 
this No. 1 says, " I am in peace, and how is it with you ? " No. 2 ends 
by " I am in peace also." Among the Zuni happiness is always as- 
serted as well as implored. In the morning their greeting is " How 
have you passed the night? " in the evening, " How have you come 
unto the sunset? ' ' The reply always is " Happily. ' ' After a separ- 
ation of even short duration, if more than one day, the question is 
asked, "How have you passed these many days ? " The reply is 
invariably, "Happily," although the person addressed may be in 
severe suffering or dying. In quaint contrast with this Zufii custom 
is that of the Japanese, where the party visited asserts the prosperity 
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of the visitor. The host and hostess politely ejaculate " Ohayo 
gozarismasu ! " — " You have come quickly ! " — which welcome is 
given even if the visitor has suffered delay and all kinds of mishaps. 
It is never contradicted. Perhaps our expression "You have been 
long in coming," as indicating longing and waiting, is no more 
artificial. 

An interesting point in this connection is the objection of some 
peoples to being praised for flourishing health which is never ad- 
mitted. For instance, to the Cingalese the expression " you look 
well" or "you have become stout" is very annoying, the reason 
being that the notice of malign deities would be attracted to their 
fortunate condition upon which it would be destroyed. This illus- 
trates the old story of the jealous gods, and the power of evil being 
the most important deity, and recalls many classic fables in several 
lands and languages, among others that of the ring of Polycrates. 

That this dread survives among some of the peasantry of Europe 
appears in their invariable refusal to respond that they are perfectly 
well, and a similar superstition has recently been reported from 
the mountains of North Carolina. The Chinese, in greeting, not 
only depreciate their own status, but exaggerate that of the party 
of the other part. The established ritual averages thus: "How is 
the excellent health enjoyed by your wealthy and accomplished 
highness, and that of the brilliant full moon his spouse, and of the 
strong lions his sons, and graceful gazelles his daughters ?' ' The 
obligatory response would be ; " The ignorant beggar whom your 
benevolence deigns to notice is in his usual condition of dirt and 
disease, and the sow his wife and pigs his offspring starve in their 
old filthy sty."* Perhaps the elegant expressions of response by 
cultured persons in absolute health, "quite well, thank you," 
".passably," "about the same," and the like, considered to be a 
polite avoidance of boasting, have their origin in high antiquity. 

Persons of general intelligence in the most civilized nations -yet 
show relics of the dread of daimons when an epidemic prevails. 
It was lately noticeable here that the response about freedom from 
the grippe generally contained some qualification — " haven't got it 
yet," or the like. 

The wish of salute is often specific, connected with the circum- 
stances of environment. The people of Cairo anxiously ask, " How 
do you perspire?" a dry skin being the symptom of the dreaded 
fever. In hot Persia the friendly wish is expressed "May God cool 
your age ! " — that is, give you comfort in declining years. In the 
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same land originates the quaint form " May your shadow never be 
less ! " which does not apply, as often now used in Europe, to the 
size and plumpness of the body as indicating robust health, but to 
deprecate exposure to the noon sun, when all shadows are least. 

The Genoese in their time of prosperity used the form " health 
and gain ! " In some of the Polynesian isles the prayer for cool- 
ness is carried into action, it being the highest politeness to fling a 
jar of water over a friend's head. According to Humboldt the 
morning salute on the Orinoco is " How have the mosquitoes used 
you?" The old religious views of the Persians are found in their 
wishes: "Live forever!" and (still retained in Spain, probably a 
direct legacy from the Moors), " May you live a thousand years ! " 
They believed only in this life, and that through divine favor it 
might be unlimited. 

Some quaint theories have been presented with regard to the 
special phraseology of verbal salutation among several nations. It 
is contended that the Romans expressed their main interest con- 
cerning the vigor constituting the basis of a warlike nation by 
" quomodo vales ? " literally, "how is your strength?" The French 
"comment vous portez-vous? " is supposed to be appropriate to a 
people attaching great value to agility and the manner in which the 
body is supported on its legs for immediate motion. The Italian 
" come sta ella? " may have reference to the posing dignity of the 
nation, while the German " wie befinden sie sich ? " suggests the 
analytical and self-inspecting character of the Teutons. In the 
English " how do you do?" Krummacher, laying great emphasis 
on the word " do " as denoting action, distinguishes the energy of 
the people. 

4. The terms of affection in greeting are too numerous to be now 
recited. The following are mentioned as unhackneyed and of in- 
terest. Some Orientals say " Thou hast made me desolate by thine 
absence from me," and the ordinary form of greeting among the 
Zulus is simply " I see you and I am glad." 

The variant phrases of respect are also multitudinous. Perhaps 
the most distinct form in which the common and ancient expression 
of the East, "I am your slave," survives in Western Europe, is in 
the Piedmont district of Italy. The Spaniards, through the influence 
of Moors and Jews, have many relics of Orientalism. Its features 
become colloquial in the form Usted contracted from " Vuestra 
merced," your mercy, your grace, often appearing in the phrase "I 
kiss my hands to your grace " and " I kiss your grace's hands." 
27 
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But the forms of respect and subservience, more than those of affec- 
tion, have become establisheed into titles of honor and nobility ; 
therefore can be presented with some defined system not boundless 
as are the epithets poured from the ardent imaginings of friends and 
lovers. 

It is not, however, possible now to attack the grandiose division 
of human vanity to which Selden alone devoted one thousand printed 
folio pages. Perhaps the only civil title of ceremony, as distinct 
from official designation, legally existing in this country is that of 
Esquire, which has almost fallen into disuse, being chiefly employed 
by attorneys-at-law. But they have a right to it. An esquire was 
originally an attendant on a knight, but later in England the title 
was given to all officers of the crown, which included attorneys, 
who are officers of the courts. Hence the English jest of the last 
century that attorneys were only "gentlemen by act of Parliament." 
Such acts, being in force in our colonial period, applied to attorneys 
here, also officers of court. 

Mister, corrupted from master, is but an abbreviation of magister, 
once corresponding with our term "magistrate," another instance 
of a dignified title becoming meaningless through indiscriminate ap- 
plication. 

Sir, which has ceased to be a title in becoming the general form 
of address, has been generally derived directly from Sieur, the ab- 
breviation of Seigneur, implying the lordship of land so essential to 
the feudal system that the legal maxim ran, "point de terre sans 
seigneur ; ' ' but the derivation of sieur and sire was from the same root, 
originally signifying "senior" — i. e., elder, with the synonym of 
father. The form "sire" anteceded that of "sieur," and un- 
doubtedly the term of respect involving the concept of elder and 
father long preceded the ownership of land. Terms of rank and 
gradation founded on seniority and paternity are fundamental in 
the sociology of the North American Indians, prevailed among the 
founders of Rome, and, as terms of respectful address, are still com- 
mon in Asia and eastern Europe. Therefore when you address a 
man as ' ' sir' ' you etymologically imply that he is your father. 

The subject of titles in the United States presents some amusing 
features. The constitution prohibits.titles of nobility, and of course 
the people insist upon all other kinds of titles, thereby proving the ac- 
curacy of the Roman poet's oft-quoted lines about the futility of cast- 
ing out nature with a pitch-fork. Not only does a day's possession 
of any office baptize the possessor with a title for the remainder of 
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his life, but often official or professional titles are bestowed from 
mere fancy ; so that Colonel, Judge, and Doctor only imply some 
peculiarity in figure, manner, or clothing. In this multiplicity and 
plethora it is ridiculous for men to confer titles upon themselves 
without authority, as some do. It is far more dignified and distin- 
guished not to bear or allow any. This is not on the principle, often 
too broadly asserted, that " the post ofhonor is a private station, "but 
because all titles of honor and distinction have been degraded by mis- 
use — e. g., that of Professor, now the perquisite of balloonists and 
jugglers. But there can be no argument with a superstition. The 
best treatment of the folly would be that advocated to settle the liquor 
question — by high license and strict inspection. Let every man take 
what title he may choose, but pay for the privilege. The result would 
be that the craving would diminish or the revenue increase from the 
taxation of a useless luxury — either' of which is a desideratum. 

The special devices in grammar to mark grade of rank in address 
require too much detail for more than passing notice. In some 
languages obliquity and indirection are adopted ; for instance, the 
third person singular to address inferiors, the third person plural to 
superiors. The respect included in the idea of plurality, found also 
in sign language and pictographs, induced the general complimentary 
change from thou to you when but one person is addressed, though 
the expression has become so trite that its grammatical irregularity 
is not noticed. The regal first person plural was assumed by the 
Merovingian kings of France in formal decree and has since been 
continuously used by sovereigns and heads of government. Its 
adoption in the editorials of newspapers is perhaps in pretense of 
grandeur, but has some use because of its impersonality. 

The connection between oral and written address is close, from 
which there is a natural transition to the formal parts of letters ', but 
it is needless to dwell upon adjectives of affection and subservience 
used with the address and signature. There are, however, some 
interesting points connected with the disposition of the address and 
signatures without reference to the phraseology. It is now merely 
a matter of individual taste whether the name of the person ad- 
dressed shall precede the substance of a letter or follow that of the 
writer on the left hand, as is considered stylish by some social cor- 
respondents. But not long ago this was a point of supreme im- 
portance in social as it still continues to be in diplomatic corre- 
spondence. The name first appearing assumed the higher political 
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or social rank, and the relative position may pay a compliment or 
inflict an insult. It is also now supposed that the practice of occu- 
pying a line by the address and perhaps separating it by a vacant 
line from the body of the communication is a, mere matter of con- 
venience, but the space in question was once the subject of elaborate 
regulation. A private person writing to royalty used the largest sheet 
of paper procurable, and only four written lines at the bottom of the 
first page could be used to commence the communication, the remain- 
der of the page being left blank after the formal title, which should 
be distributed through at least five lines. Six lines of the epistle to a 
prince might appear on the first page, and so on in graduation. 
Wars have been occasioned by the breach of this etiquette. The 
enmity between Cardinal Richelieu and the Duke of Buckingham 
arose because his haughty eminence addressed the Duke without 
leaving any space open after the title of Monsieur, which insult his 
grace returned in the same paper-sparing manner. 

A graceful epistolary custom, in the line of salutation, is recorded 
by Madame de Genlis. It was a strict requirement among the 
French, who then made social laws for Europe, that all men, even 
the princes of the blood, should place the word " respect " in letters 
written to any woman. The French still use in such letters the 
phrase " respectful homage." 

Some interest attaches to the mode of sending invitations to din- 
ner and other formal parties. The superstitious, or, at least, irra- 
tional, ceremony in this regard is the edict still prevailing, that the 
invitations should not be sent by mail but by private hand. It is 
certain that in the modern regulations of the post office in large 
cities transmission of any considerable number of notes by mail is 
much more certain and expeditious than if private messengers were 
employed. Yet it is regarded as a serious dereliction to utilize the 
agency of the government in such cases. An explanation is derived 
from the time when givers of entertainments were supposed to sup- 
port a large body of personal retainers whose main occupation was 
to convey commands to their subordinates and invitations to equals. 
Now very few persons employ servants in sufficient number to make 
delivery of many notes on the same day convenient. The pretense 
of such retinue is, therefore, a survival of an earlier social con^ 
dition, but the curious point is that by a conversion of ideas it is 
the recipient of invitations by mail who now considers his dig- 
nity to be thereby impugned. It may be noted that the Algonkins 
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of the Ottawa before 1636 used to send out as dinner invitations 
specially cut pieces of wood about the size of the little finger. It 
was necessary to show these as tickets of admission to the feast. 

Use of visiting cards comes in the same category with invitations. 
The great inconvenience connected with personal visits of mere 
ceremony has rendered it customary to adopt the expedient of leav- 
ing cards, which are very seldom deposited by all the individuals 
whose names they bear, and not infrequently, all pretense of personal 
presentation being abandoned, they are sent by mail. This abbre- 
viated form of courtesy is of manifest advantage, and is in the di- 
rect line of evolution. It may be compared to that invention of 
the praying machine by the Buddhists, in which printed formulas 
of supplication are expedited to their divine address with regulated 
degrees of fervency by the revolution of a wheel, thereby attaining 
every purpose with great economy of time. It is gratifying to learn 
that a late Minister Resident of the United States to a European 
capital came to the front boldly on the card question, and kept be- 
fore him a supply of his own visiting cards, a specimen of which 
he handed to each visitor as the interview ended, expressing the 
hope that as his excellency's time was so occupied the card might 
then and there be received as the equivalent of a personal return 
call. 

All rules and details relating to addresses, titles, and ceremonial 
visits involve the assertion of and contention for precedence. These 
factors are of immem'orial antiquity, being traceable to the prin- 
ciple of the struggle for existence and survival of the fittest, and 
have diminished with the decreased operation of that principle 
among men, not with the discontinuance of militancy. The extent 
of the surviving attention to precedence in England, as gathered 
from the mere literature on the subject, would be misleading. In 
the heraldic catalogues there are eighty-nine distinct sets of men 
above the rank of a burgess, who have their specified places in pro- 
cessions and even at ceremonious dinner parties, but every-day life 
is little affected thereby, always, however, remembering Thackeray's 
dictum that an " Englishman does love a lord." As regards cere- 
monies at dinner parties, the compliment of being served first has 
its disadvantages. Unless the guest thus distinguished exhibits 
greediness, the food placed before him will become either too cold 
or too warm before the others of the company can be ready. This 
is another case where the mean is golden. 
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The most illustrative notes on precedence appear in diplomatic 
history. Once at the court of France the envoys of Genoa and 
Brandenburg, being unable to agree as to which should present him- 
self first to the king, stipulated that whichever first reached the 
palace on the day appointed should have the first audience. The 
prudent Prussian sought to make himself safe by sitting down on a 
bench in the hall of the palace all the night before; but the treach- 
erous Italian, arriving near the proper hour and seeing his adversary 
half asleep on the bench, slipped by into the royal bedroom. Prece- 
dence must be maintained for mere dignity, without any direct ob- 
ject ; so two ambassadors who met face to face on the bridge at 
Prague were obliged to stop there for the entire day because neither 
of them would disgrace his country by letting the other pass. 

Ambassadors sought to increase the importance of their em- 
ployers by fighting for their own. In 1661 the Spanish envoy at- 
tacked the carriage of the French ambassador in the streets of Lon- 
don, hamstrung his horses and killed his men ; then went on joyfully 
with the conviction that he had done his duty, and that his rival 
could not get to court before him. 

In cases of milder action it was usual to stipulate, by previous 
arrangement, for absolute and exact equality in every detail. This 
was the plan pursued when Mazarin and Don Louis de Haro met to 
settle the conditions of the marriage between Louis XIV. and Maria 
Theresa. The two ministers stepped together, with the right foot, 
side by side, into a council -chamber hung in corresponding halves 
with their respective colors, and sat down at the same instant pre- 
cisely opposite each other at a critically square table on two mathe- 
matically equivalent arm-chairs. 

The last connected chapter of Macaulay's History shows amusingly 
the waste of time and energy in which Kaunitz and Harlay watched 
one another's legs at the Congress of Ryswick lest a priority in muscu- 
lar action should jeopardize, as the mere watching delayed, the peace 
of two continents. One of the most stupidly arrogant assertions of 
precedence was made by Napoleon in 1808. The Almanach de 
Gotha had just been printed for that year with the regular alphabetical 
arrangement of the reigning houses, beginning with the Anhalt 
duchies, but the parvenu Emperor suppressed the edition and required 
the whole to be printed with his name on the first page. 

"Giving " or " taking the wall " in passing, so frequently alluded 
to in Shakespeare and other authors of his time as an indication of 
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rank, had tangible loss or advantage, as in the narrow and crowded 
street, destitute of sidewalks, proximity to the wall was safer and 
more convenient. But the same precedence on entering or leaving 
a room or passing through a door-way was contended for in vanity 
and pretension. A happy example of the modern politeness in 
which, both in form and fact, egotism has yielded to altruism is shown 
in the rivalry, now so frequent, when two men accidentally meet 
at a door or other passage, by which each presses the other to ad- 
vance, thus showing a survival in reverse of the old contention for 
precedence. 

Upon a general summary of the whole subject of salutation, it is 
obvious that it was once a serious tax upon time. Both in the Old 
and New Testament injunction was given, whenever expedition was 
required, " to salute no man by the way." The minute, tedious, 
and verbose politeness of the East was an insuperable impediment 
to rapid travel, and this is still the case among peoples of low culture 
such as the Araucanians, whose formalities of meeting and greeting 
occupy at least a quarter of an hour. 

The utmost abbreviation of such forms appears among the most 
cultured of modern peoples and, through saving of time, is directly 
in the evolutionary line of utility; but it has still further significance. 
The phrases of ancient peoples and of existing savages and barbarians 
show intention to gain some definite or indefinite advantage by the 
special act of salutation. They are generally limited to classes and in- 
dividuals, are sometimes with petition for or in declaration of peace, 
are made in personal placation or are the exchange of supplications to 
whatever deities or daimons may be credited with power. Cultured 
people do not now regard these objects to be appropriately con- 
nected with salutations of courtesy. They now use a brief, nearly 
meaningless formula almost indiscriminately, so that it has no special 
relation to the persons saluting and saluted or to their respective 
status. It is the recognition by one human being of another and is 
the best mark of real culture, its absence characterizing the savage 
or the boor. Its spirit is found in Talfourd's lines. 

It is a little thing to speak a phrase 

Of common comfort, which by daily use 

Has almost lost its sense ; yet * * 'twill fall 

Like choicest music * * * 

To him who else were lonely, that another 

Of the great family is near and feels. 
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But it is not a little thing that a simple, kind recognition from 
man to man, even if often perfunctory, should replace the terms of 
elaborate egoism and stupid superstition. It is a sign of the evolu- 
tion in which — 

Love took up the harp of Life and * * 

Smote the chord of Self, that, trembling, passed in music out of sight. 



Danish Investigations in Greenland, i 8 76-' 88. — In a late 
number of the Geografisk Tidskrift (the journal of the Geographical 
Society in Copenhagen), v. 10, Nos. 3, 4, pp. 86-94, Dr. Rink 
reviews the work done by the Danes in Greenland during this 
period, as shown by the contents of the " Meddelelserom Gr0nland," 
which irregular periodical has now reached its twelfth volume. 

He reviews the investigations under nine headings, namely : Gen- 
eral, geography of the country ; formation of ice on land, glaciers ; 
hydrography ; surveying, astronomical observations ; meteorological 
and other physical observations ; geology and mineralogy ; botany ; 
zoology; ethnography and archaeology. Under the last heading 
he speaks a few well-deserved words of praise for Capt. Holm's ex- 
cellent report on the East Greenlanders, which forms vol. 10 of the 
" Meddelelser," and enumerates the following papers which have 
appeared in the series : 

Jensen: " Ruiner fra Nordboemes Tid" (v. 1, p. 27). 

Steenstrup: " Gedigent Jaern i en eskimoisk grav (v. 4, p. 121). 

Steenstrup : " Om eskimoiske grave " (v. 5, pp. 21, 25, and 37). 

Holm : " Almindelig beskrivelse of ruinerne i Julianehaabs dis- 
trikt (Osterbygden),"/with many plans and sketches (v. 6, art. 3). 

Jensen : " Fjordene ved Holsteinborg efter aeldre Beretninger (v. 

8, p. 43)- 

Jensen: "Ruinerne i Godthaabs Distrikt (Vesterbygden) (v. 8, 
p. 100). 

On pages 21, 249, and 254 of the same are miscellaneous notes 
by Hammer and Ryder on the Greenlanders and the former habita- 
tion of North Greenland. 

Stenstrup: "Om Osterbygden, de gamle Kursforskrifter og 
Kaart" (v. 9, art. 1). 

Rink, H. : "The Eskimo Tribes" (in English) forming vol. n 
of the series. John Murdoch. 



